The adult leukemia patient in the intensive care unit.
Care of the patient with leukemia in the critical care setting is a demanding job. Nurses must be involved in the treatment of infection, hemorrhage, and respiratory failure, problems with which they are familiar. In addition to these complications, however, they must also gain expertise in hematology, cancer chemotherapy, and the leukemic process. The task is not an easy one but this article has attempted to cover the basic knowledge about the disease, its treatment, and major complications. It is hoped that this information will allow the critical care nurse to function more confidently when caring for the adult patient with leukemia.